2003, together with other CCRF guiding documents on fisheries management, sustainability indicators, precautionary approach, ecolabelling, etc., provide a very substantial amount of support to EAF implementation.
Some of the key implementation issues relate to the development of a culture of risk analysis and management, the development of relevant indicators within adequate policy frameworks, and the adaptation of conventional fishery science to sustainability science in order to deal properly with uncertainty, the development of an integrated assessment paradigm, process and tool-box.
It is concluded that much more effort is needed, particularly at regional and national levels, with strong support to developing countries and poor communities, if EAF is to be something else than a new form of rhetoric posturing in front of the perennial problem of unsustainable natural renewable resources use. 
